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(Salutations) 

 

Tagio tumas for joining us this afternoon.  

May I join the Forum SG in acknowledging the role of our media partners. These 

partnerships are an important part of our regional journey and our narrative as one 

Pacific family. It is an important part of our next steps for our regional journey, and 

also, as you have pointed out in our national ‘Reset’ focus as an independent 

sovereign nation.  

With the FEMM 2022 in mind, l note the workshop is also a partnership with PINA, 

PacMAS and the Pacific Islands Forum, and wanted to note the benefits of this joint 

approach in sharing experiences between the national media and their regional 

counterparts as they unpack our FEMM 2022 theme ‘Towards a Resilient Economic 

Recovery and Stability’ 

I also note that your learning outcomes for this activity have the key priority of 

making sure more people know of the agenda of Forum Economic Ministers, 

including regional responses to COVID-19 and challenges of economic recovery. 

We have seen from the COVID pandemic how misinformation is just as dangerous 

as a lack of information. Information that is timely, accurate and relevant can not only 

change attitudes, it can save lives and turn economies back on track.  

This is important for the FEMM, for the priority work around COVID19 economic 

recovery, for the reality of the climate emergency and as SG Puna as pointed out, for 

the 2050 strategy. 

Your skills in making all the information make sense to our people, in our Pacific 

languages, will also be an important part of growing awareness and connections to 

those leading our economic recovery. 

 But, no pressure. No one is asking you to be an instant expert. Just get on with what 

you already do best, and let FEMM skills and knowledge learnt this week help you 

do even better. I do note that this Vanuatu FEMM is a historical moment for media 

and public access to this meeting. I welcome the new access you will have to the 

private sector and civil society dialogues, and commend the interest in ensuring we 

have access to you, as needed. This bodes well for quality reporting of the FEMM as 



the space where we must set and share our plans for economic resilience and 

stability. 

As you strengthen your networks and partnerships for reporting the regional 

economic issues affecting our people of the Pacific, I look forward to seeing how 

your coverage and reporting will help our people and communities to better 

understand and connect the decisions of meetings such as the FEMM, and our 

response to the challenges of ensuring economic resilience and stability. 

We have much to do, and the sense of urgency is very real. 

Economic health for our Pacific nations continues to be an important basis for real 

and lasting post-COVID economic recovery.  

So please keep asking the questions that will keep the 2050 pathway front of mind 

for leaders today, and for the next 30 years.  

Keep the focus on news agendas with relevance and impact for your nation, your 

people and your Blue Pacific continent. 

As the Fiji Prime Minister told his people when he spoke of the 2050 strategy to his 

people, the Future starts now.  

In similar vein, and echoing that powerful call, it gives me great pleasure to declare 

this FEMM 2022 Media workshop, officially open.  

Tagio tumas. –ENDS 

 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

  


