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1. What is the Pacific ACP Leaders Meeting

(PACPLM)?

This meeting brings together Pacific members of the

Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States

(OACPS) to discuss sustainable development issues and

specifically, cooperation and engagement with the European

Union.

The Pacific ACP States (PACPS) within the OACPS consists of

fifteen Member States. Fourteen of them are Pacific Islands

Forum (PIF) Member countries; Fiji, Cook Islands, Kiribati,

Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, Niue,

Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga,

Tuvalu and Vanuatu. Timor Leste, a Special Observer of the

PIF, joined the PACP group in 2003.

Prior to the Pacific ACP Leaders meeting, senior officials

meet to deliberate and finalise the Leaders’ agenda. The

2021 PACPLM meeting will be chaired by the Prime Minister

of Fiji and Chair of the Pacific Islands Forum, Hon Josaia V

Bainimarama.
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3. Who attends the Pacific ACP Leaders

meeting?

The meeting is attended by the Pacific ACP Leaders or their

representatives.

The Pacific ACP States (PACPS) within the OACPS consists of

fifteen Member States. Fourteen of them are Pacific Islands

Forum (PIF) Member countries: Fiji, Cook Islands, Kiribati,

Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, Niue,

Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga,

Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. Timor Leste, a Special Observer of the

PIF, joined the PACP group in 2003. 

2. Why is the Pacific ACP Leaders meeting

important for the Pacific Region?

The Pacific ACP Leaders meeting brings together Pacific

Island developing states, providing an opportunity to discuss

sustainable development issues and effective development

cooperation. Its specific focus is development cooperation

with the European Union, a major development partner for

the Pacific region as guided by long-term partnership

agreements. This 2021 meeting of PACP Leaders is

particularly important as Leaders will be considering a new

regional partnership agreement to guide cooperation with

the EU for the next 20 years, to be known as the Samoa

Agreement.
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4. What are the priority issues at the Pacific

ACP Leaders meeting?

New OACPS-EU Partnership Agreement (Samoa

Agreement) – Pacific Leaders will consider the new Samoa

Agreement which will guide cooperation and engagement

with the European Union for the next 20 years and replaces

the former Cotonou Agreement.

After two years of negotiations in Brussels between OACPS

member states and the EU, the Agreement text has been

finalised and is due to be signed in Samoa late this year, or

early next year.

PACP Leaders will be considering an assessment of the

Agreement, including its focus on key Pacific priorities of

climate change and resilience; oceans, seas and fisheries;

and inclusive and sustainable development. Leaders will also

be considering how best to implement and socialise this

Agreement, to maximise the benefits for all Pacific people.

The new OACPS-EU Partnership Agreement is available here. 

 

Climate Change: PACP Preparations for COP26 -  With

just one month until the COP 26 meeting in Glasgow, PACP

Leaders will be discussing advocacy and engagement to

ensure COP 26 delivers urgent and ambitious climate change

action critical to the future of the Blue Pacific region.

PACP Leaders will consider a draft Pacific ACP Leaders

Statement on COP 26 for a 1.5 degree World, setting out

Pacific priorities for ambitious climate change action.

PACP Leaders will also progress their approach of Political

Climate Champions to represent the negotiating positions

and priorities of PACP States at COP26 focusing on finance,

oceans, loss and damage, ambition and environmental

integrity.

Future focus and mandate of the PACP – with the

finalisation of the new Samoa Agreement, the development

of the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent, and a

wider mandate of the OACPS on sustainable development

and multilateral engagement, Pacific Leaders will consider

the future focus and mandate of the PACP group, to ensure it

best supports regional sustainable development and

development cooperation.  

 

https://www.forumsec.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Post-Cotonou-Agreement.pdf

