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"Accelerating the realization of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls." 

 

Distinguished Delegates 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

The occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the Fourth World Conference 

on Women is an opportunity to assess progress in the realization of gender 

equality and the empowerment of all women and girls. Clearly, after 25 

years of this process, there is still more work to be done.   Let us take our 

lessons learnt and look at realistic solutions to accelerate action. 

Samoa used its recent Convention on Eliminating Discrimination 

Against Women (CEDAW), Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) & 

ongoing work on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

(CRPD) to inform its review of the Beijing+25 Platform for Action.  More 

importantly, we continue to align our treaty body reporting and 

implementation processes and that of the Beijing Declaration and Platform 

for Action to inform and support our human rights approach to Sustainable 

Development.  This was key to the outcome of our recent Voluntary 
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National Review (VNR) report on the implementation of SDGs. For Samoa, 

the latest review shows that the level of women participation in national 

governance and policy making is increasing although more rapidly in 

managerial positions than in parliament. Our girls are outperforming our 

boys at all levels of education and there are more women than men in top 

and middle management in the public sector. Women’s economic 

empowerment is improving with increasing levels of participation in the 

labour force, although women still make up a significant proportion of the 

unemployed, informal and unpaid employment. There is also positive 

development on access to basic services including sexual and reproductive 

health services. However, many of these efforts and progress are 

hampered by persistent high levels of violence against women and girls. 

Accelerating the realization of gender equality and the empowerment 

of all women and girls will require the harnessing of synergies between the 

Beijing Platform of Action and the 2030 Agenda. We need to look at issues 

and situations that have profoundly impacted the development context for 

women, their risks and vulnerabilities as well as opportunities such as 

technological transformations and disruptions, as well as natural disasters,  

climate change and health crises such as the COVID19 pandemic.  

For Samoa, we continue to utilize our partnerships both local and 

international and particularly with our Village-Based systems of community 

leadership for delivery of our gender responsive interventions.  Initiatives 

to focus on eradicating violence from our homes, removing discrimination 

and stereotypical behaviours and fostering positive environments for our 

women, children and persons with disabilities are critical. Emphasis is on 
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efforts to encourage intergenerational dialogue and community-

government partnerships to address some of the root causes of gender-

based violence. Ongoing legislative reviews are being undertaken, and 

ensuring effective engagement of these vulnerable groups in policy and 

decision making processes will be key to delivering national interventions  

that are responsive to the needs of women and girls.  

While Samoa has seen the improvement in availability of sex 

disaggregated data, we continue to invest in data and research to support 

evidence-based interventions. This led to the inclusion for the first time, of 

some of the key violence against women and intimate partner violence 

statistics in the recent national surveys.   

Lastly, political leadership is paramount. Government continues to 

prioritise gender equality as a cross cutting issue in our sustainable 

development approach and gender-based violence is identified as an 

important human security concern in our national security policy.  A whole 

of society approach led at the highest level is crucial for our efforts to 

realise the promise of the Fourth World Conference on Women.  

 

Soifua 


