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STATEMENT BY HIS EXCELLENCY MR. WAKE GOI, MP, MINISTER FOR COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT, WOMEN, YOUTH AND RELIGION OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA TO THE 

HIGH-LEVEL MEETING ON THE COMMEMORATION OF THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN, 1 OCTOBER 2020 

“Check on delivery” 

  

His Excellency, Mr. Volkan Bozkir, President of the 75th Session of the United Nations 

General Assembly; 

His Excellency, Mr. António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations; 

Excellencies and distinguished delegates; 

 

On behalf of the Government and people of Papua New Guinea, I am honoured   
to join this important occasion to mark the 25th Anniversary of the Beijing Platform 
for Action.   

I pay special tribute to the tireless efforts of all who have been instrumental in 
empowering and advancing the equality, wellbeing and overall human rights of 
women and girls globally and at the regional and national levels. 

Mr. President, 

Papua New Guinea, as a young and vibrant democracy celebrated her Forty-
fifth Independence Anniversary last month, and we have come a long way in the 
25 years since Beijing. 
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As the largest developing island country in the Pacific region, Papua New Guinea  
has a population of about 8 million, of whom half are women and girls; enriched 
by a diversity of over 800 distinct languages, traditions and cultures with the 
majority of the population living in rural areas and supported by a thriving informal 
sector.  

Mr. President, 
  
We welcome the theme of this High-Level Meeting, focused on “Accelerating the 
realization of Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women and Girls”. This 
provides an ideal opportunity for Papua New Guinea to take stock of its 
achievements and challenges on the implementation of the Beijing Platform for 
Action and to take further forward this important work.  
 
As a critical cornerstone for our country gender equality and empowerment of 
women and girls continue to be a priority for Papua New Guinea’s sustainable 
development and in our National Vision 2050 Roadmap.  
 

Papua New Guinea has progressed equality and empowerment of women and 
girls on various levels, including at the workplace, in education, at the sub-
national levels of government and in sports.  
 
Overall, measured progress has been made in all the twelve critical areas of 
concern identified by the Beijing Platform for Action.  
 
Most significantly, we have set firmly in place the necessary legislative, policy and 
strategy framework to enable women’s equality, empowerment, participation 
and advancement.  
 
We have also become State Party to international conventions related to 
ensuring women and girls equality and empowerment such as the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) since 
January 1995. These also guides our efforts in fostering women and girl’s wellbeing 
and advancement.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
We, however, recognize that much more work remains to be done in further 
fostering gender equality and empowerment in our country.  
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One of the key and ongoing challenge we face is to effectively translate the 
national policies, strategies and laws and also the international commitments and 
obligations into practical and transformative actions that benefit our women and 
girls and thereby society at-large. 
 
Also of critical importance is the need to achieving better health outcomes, 
political participation and representation and, protection of our women and girls 
from the scourge of gender-based violence, which continue to be a serious 
concern for us.  
 
To ensure women’s representation in our Parliament, which at present is lacking, 
we are working towards increasing their inclusion. On combating gender-based 
violence, we jointly launched the Spotlight Initiative in March 2020, between 
Papua New Guinea, the European Union and UN Women, where we were 
pleased to be joined by the UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohamed.    
 
Ensuring gender equality and empowerment for women and girls is a critical 
agenda that rightly requires the Government’s leadership and ownership but it 
also needs all stakeholders of society to play their individual and collective part, 
if we are to harness the full and productive potential of women and girls in their 
personal lives and as an integral part of nation-building.  
 
The success of attaining women and girls equality and empowerment depends 
on partnerships and sustainability of efforts.  Let me take this opportunity to thank 
our bilateral and multilateral development partners such as the UN system, 
European Union, Australia, New Zealand and the US as well as the civil society and 
churches for their valued support in fostering gender equality and empowerment.  
 
As we all continue to address the evolving unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic, 
I encourage us to not let our guard down in safeguarding and advancing the 
hard won human rights of our women and girls, including gender equality and 
empowerment.    
 
Mr. President, in closing, I reaffirm and renew Papua New Guinea’s commitment 
to the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and to continue to fight for the 
dignity and human rights of our women and girls.  
 
Thankyou. 
  


