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Your Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 
In His Holy Name, Kam na bane mauri and warm greetings from the Government 

and people of Kiribati! 

 

The Government of Kiribati fully supports this Conference’s theme and its 

significance in accelerating and realizing gender equality and sustainable 

developments. Women and girls in Kiribati constitutes 51% of the population, the 

participation of women in the labour force is 58%, and unemployment rate for 

women is 43.5% and men, 33%. In addition, about 68% of women are vulnerable 

to domestic violence.  

  

Substantive progress have been achieved to address women and girls’ issues. 

Our Kiribati Vision 20 years (2016 – 2036) promotes gender mainstreaming to 

improve equal opportunities. Consequently, Government endorsed the Kiribati 

Gender Equality and Women’s Development Policy in 2019. Earlier this year, 

Kiribati delivered for the first time its CEDAW state and NGO reports. 
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Government’s Manifesto focuses also on improving women’s access to micro-

finance credit and transport. Women and girls are also included in Government’s 

social welfare benefits for the unemployed, persons with disability and elderly of 

60 years old and over. Skill trainings, loan scheme for youth and women and 

sports programmes for women and girls delivered by Government to empower 

women and girls. 

 

The Essential Services Programme (now called Pacific Partnership 

Programme) has enabled us to work closely with gender-based violence (GBV) 

frontline service providers, in improving their services.  

 

The Strengthening Peaceful Villages project mobilises the communities to 

work together to address domestic violence. Achievements include, the 

development of protocol and tools on Gender Based Violence, fast tracking of 

high-risk cases, centres for domestic violence survivors, Covid-19 workplan and 

increase in the use of services. Improvements in Gender Statistics have provided 

a statistical starting point for Gender Equality and used widely for research, 

reporting and policy formulation. 

 

Gaps needing urgent attention include, equipment and tools and expertise to 

improve Gender Based Violence evidences and resources to fully implement and 

monitor policies and legislations.  

 

Our remoteness, wide dispersion, over population, lack of marketing 

opportunities, cultural mindsets, lack of access to rights and resources, climate 

change and natural disasters- are a few of the many challenges we face.  Further 

support is required in building local capacity and strengthening and resourcing 

relevant bodies. 

 

I wish to thank all parties and donors who have supported our efforts in 

implementing Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment programmes. 
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Mr. President, allow me to close my brief remarks, with the traditional blessings 
of Kiribati- “Te Mauri, Te Raoi ao Te Tabomoa” meaning “Health, Peace and 
Prosperity” to you all.  

I thank you, Mr. President.  

 

 


