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Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General, Excellencies, 

The Marshall Islands, together with our Pacific Island neighbors, remain stewards of a wealth of 
marine and coastal biodiversity.  While our populations and economies may be small, our natural 
resources are among the largest in the world. Conservation is not only a key pillar of sustainable 
development, but also a cultural tradition in the Pacific.  Our ancestors had the wisdom to know 
that if we spend today squandering the resources which sustain us, then tomorrow our future 
generations will have nothing in hand.   

The international community will come together in 2021 to adopt a post-2020 global biodiversity 
framework – and we must strive for an ambitious outcome that encourages action from all. The 
adoption of this framework will be a key milestone in achieving the CBD treaty’s 2050 goal of 
living in harmony with nature and in ensuring that we put nature and biodiversity on a path to 
recovery by 2030. We expect that the new global framework will serve as an important companion 
to a new legal framework to address marine biodiversity in the high seas area, due to be adopted 
shortly under the UN Law of the Sea Convention 

We are pleased to join others in pushing for an ambitious outcome. My country is also a proud 
member of the High Ambition Coalition for Nature and People, supporting the protection of 30% 
of terrestrial and marine areas by 2030 in line with scientific evidence. 

RMI has also endorsed the Voluntary Leaders Pledge for Nature – demonstrating our commitment 
to international cooperation as a means to address interrelated and interdependent challenges of 
biodiversity loss, climate change, and ocean degradation, among other issues.  
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Time-bound and outcome-oriented targets, linked to firm national and collaborative action, are key 
to holding countries accountable for the commitments they make.  And firm political ownership 
from all countries is needed to ensure that our goals are achievable.  

As a small nation with limited capacity, we are doing our part and leading by example 
domestically in addressing biodiversity loss. We recently passed legislation to establish protected 
land and water areas that will  underpin our international goals under the Micronesia Challenge 
2030 to conserve 50 percent of near-shore coastal waters and marine resources; and 30 percent of 
land resources.   

The challenge at hand is not easy, but we all must work together to reverse the severe trend of 
biodiversity loss and revive ecosystems that are critical the survival of both people and planet. 


