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Mr. President,  

UN Secretary-General, 

Excellencies, 

In His Holy Name, greetings from the People and the Government of the 

Republic of Kiribati: “Kam na bane ni mauri”  

Biodiversity underpins life as we know it. Conservation and protection of 
biodiversity is therefore not merely a question of morality, but a question of our 
own survival. Unless, we take urgent actions now, we are setting ourselves on 
the path of self-destruction.  

Mr. President 

Kiribati is committed to meeting its biodiversity targets. This is demonstrated in 
the establishment of the Phoenix Islands Protected Area, known as (PIPA), 
which is the second largest marine protected area in the world and the largest 
World Heritage site. PIPA represents 11% of our EEZ which exceeds the SDG 14.5 
and Aichi 11 targets.  

With the absence of commercial human activity in this MPA, amongst other 
important functions, it serves as a breeding ground for tuna that is regenerating 
the world’s tuna stock. In recognition of its global contributions, the UNGA 
passed a resolution in 2018, titled “Oceans and the Law of the Sea”, which 
recognized   PIPA, in OP267, as an exemplary model of international 
cooperation, coordination, and collaboration in marine protection and 
conservation. 

PIPA is also host to rare and new species including the recently discovered 
novel bacteria with potentially special properties important to mankind. 

Furthermore, Kiribati is in the process of acceding the Nagoya Protocol on 
Access and Benefit Sharing to protect and manage the access and use of 
unique genetic resources found in our oceans.  



Using the PIPA model, Kiribati also created the Southern Line Islands Protected 
Area and a network of smaller community based marine managed areas, 
further exceeding our SDG and Aichi targets.  

In recognition of our commitments on global biodiversity, Kiribati was 
appointed the 2019 Commonwealth Blue Charter champion for sustainable 
coastal fisheries. 

PIPA will play an important role in the fulfilment of the Government’s Vision for 
the next 20 years, in light of its critical conservation function that will underpin 
the sustainability of the fisheries sector and its great ecosystem potential.  

Mr President,  

It is alarming to know that progress on global biodiversity has not been enough. 
The world needs more actions and less talking. Global issues of biodiversity and 
climate change are closely linked and we cannot address one without the 
other.    

Kiribati is committed to raising ambitions for the post-2020 global biodiversity 
and climate change targets and I call upon leaders to follow suit. 

 

I Thank you. 


