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Distinguished Co-Chairs, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of all Australians to express our gratitude for the 

support and goodwill from the global community following the Australian Black Summer bushfires. 

The global community’s contributions, messages of support and generosity were appreciated 

beyond measure.  

Australia welcomes this Summit as it puts the spotlight on our common global biodiversity 

challenges and commitment to action at the highest level. We are strongly committed to the 

successful delivery of an ambitious post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. It is important that we 

build on and learn from the progress made towards Aichi Biodiversity Targets. 

Fostering transformational change across society to address global biodiversity challenges will 

require strong partnerships, scientific and technological innovation, mainstreaming biodiversity into 

private sector operations, and both public and private investment.  

Australia has long valued science, technology and innovation to support biodiversity protection. We 

have a long-term commitment to funding environment and climate research through our National 

Environmental Science Program. Upcoming research will focus on resilient landscapes, sustainable 

communities and waste, marine and coastal environments, and climate systems. This research helps 

inform public policy and environmental regulation, along with our ability to plan for and adapt to a 

changing climate. 

In addition to conventional science and technology, we recognise the importance of traditional 

ecological knowledge. Australia’s Indigenous Protected Areas support Indigenous communities to 

manage their country to protect environmental and cultural values for future generations. With 

currently 76 dedicated Indigenous Protected Areas, this program provides positive long-term health, 

education, economic and social benefits for these communities. 

Like all other nations, we're facing a different sort of crisis with the COVID-19 pandemic. The link 

between biodiversity and zoonotic disease has highlighted the need to improve how we interact 

with wildlife. We know that to better prevent and control infectious diseases, systems for human, 

animal and environment health need to be linked. Our recovery from COVID-19 requires us to build 

back better, focusing on innovative technological solutions to ensure a sustainable and resilient 

economy. 

I am confident that together we can surmount the challenges we are facing to safeguard the world’s 

biodiversity for generations to come. It's so important. Thank you. 
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