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Mr. Secretary-General, Excellencies, alii from the Republic of Palau: 
 
Last year, Palau marked its 25th anniversary as an independent state and 
UN member. I have had the privilege of serving as president for 16 of 
those years.  
 
Our lived experience tells us about the importance of defending and 
strengthening the UN and the international rules-based system. Through 
this system, we are able to prosper, exercise our independence, and 
respond to shared challenges like climate change and a pandemic. Last 
year, we also presented our first Voluntary National Review to the 
ECOSOC – reflecting on our sustainable development progress, with the 
support of partners big and small. 
 
But on this 75th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations, so 
much seems uncertain. Our hard-won diplomacy that adopted the 
Sustainable Development Goals, the Paris Agreement, Nuclear Ban 
Treaty, and hopefully soon, a high seas biodiversity treaty, is being 
undermined by inadequate implementation, and inadequate solidarity.  
 
We can express all the hopes that we want about a just, transformative, 
or green-blue recovery. The Secretary-General has helped to point the 
way in this regard. But for hope to become reality, for this vision to put 
down roots, it must be supported by the right resources.  
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As our domestic resources drain away due to the economic shock of the 
pandemic, the 2030 Agenda faces a very uncertain future. The spectre of 
debt looms over all of us. Palau has been fortunate to be COVID-free. 
But we are not free of COVID’s economic impacts.  
 
Island states have long emphasized our profound vulnerability to a 
changing climate. The pandemic is also devastatingly demonstrating our 
economic vulnerabilities as small economies. One disaster, one typhoon 
or one pandemic can wipe out progress that we have painstakingly 
made, and take us back years in our development efforts.  
 
Stronger multilateralism means stronger global solidarity. For island 
states like Palau, right now, this means access to finance. Access to 
concessional finance from international financial institutions, and new 
partnerships that mobilize innovative forms of finance, including 
through non-state actors. We need to act now to prevent the vision of the 
SDGs from slipping away. To avoid terrible, self-defeating trade-offs 
between procuring COVID vaccine doses and investing in healthcare.  
 
New partnerships for new resources: this is how we can put global 
cooperation on a footing that will outlast the pandemic. This 75th 
anniversary needs to be a moment in which we forge a new partnership 
for implementation. Only then, can we continue to call ourselves, truly, a 
family of nations.  
 
Kom Kmal Mesulang. Thank you very much. 


