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Mr. President,  

UN-Secretary General, 

Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates,  

In His Holy Name, greetings from the people and the government of the Republic of Kiribati: 

“Kam na bane ni mauri”  

Mr. President, 

75 years ago, the United Nations emerged with a defined purpose to save future generations 

from the scourge of war, to protect human rights, uphold international law and to maintain 

peace and security. Reaching that age needs critical assessment to whether the goal or 

purpose it was initially established are still relevant. Over the years, the purpose of the United 

Nations has changed, but may still not be exhaustive.  In the twenty-one (21) years since 

Kiribati joined the United Nations Family on September 14, 1999; our partnership continues 

to evolve, in accordance with national development priorities. However, unprecedented 

challenges such as climate change and natural disasters and the recent pandemic of COVID-

19, require a more effective and timely response. 

Mr. President, 

My Government continues to advocate its Vision for 20 Years Plan (or KV20) which is premised 

on four Pillars, focused on (1) the development of our natural, human and cultural capital; (2) 

developing a secure, peaceful, and corruption-free society premised on traditional values, 

Christian ethics and morals, principles of democracy, and the rule of law; (3) improving 

connectivity and accessibility; (4) increasing access to utilities and social infrastructure.  This 

is the future we want. And we need a United Nations that is cognizant of these priorities, 



and undertakes to deliver change and development, through its agencies, programmes and 

multilateral systems in a timely manner. 

The theme today should not be seen as a mere reminder. Rather, it should be taken as a 

challenge for leaders to build the future that our respective peoples want; by a United Nations 

that can redefine its purpose, as needed by its member States. 

Mr. President, 

On this occasion it is therefore critical to reaffirm our collective efforts to enhance links 

between our governments, our multilateral institutions, and work together to create a 

wealthy, healthy and peaceful future, for our peoples and all our brothers and sisters of the 

United Nations. 

Mr. President, Secretary General, Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, allow me to close my brief remarks, with the traditional blessings of Kiribati- Te 

“Mauri, Te Raoi ao Te Tabomoa” meaning “Health, Peace and Prosperity” to you all.  

I thank you, Mr. President.  


