PIF GENEVA OFFICE
UPDATE 3/2018 (MAY-JUNE 2018)
1. BACKGROUND
The Pacific Islands Forum Geneva Office (PIF-GVA) includes two sections: Trade Negotiations and
Aid-for-Trade (AfT). The Trade Negotiations Section provides strategic policy and technical advice to
Forum Islands Countries (FICs) which are members of the World Trade Organization (WTO), and
coordinates their participation in multilateral negotiations. The AfT Section assists FICs to make a
better use of AfT opportunities provided by Geneva and Europe-based organisations and promotes
their trade-related interests and needs.
2. TRADE NEGOTIATIONS
WTO Members continue to face huge challenges on how to progress discussions on all areas of the
Doha negotiations. This is in reference to the current trade war between the USA and other the
influential WTO Members.
However, the WTO Members deepened discussion on the Fisheries Subsidies in line with the
Eleventh Ministerial Conference (MC11) decision. Three meeting clusters were held focussing on the
three areas of prohibition namely, overcapacity and overfishing in May, overfished stocks in June
and IUU Fishing in July. The streamlining of the remaining chapters from document RD/29 to
document W/274 was completed and the latter document will become the main negotiating text
after the summer break.
Regarding other areas, the Chair of the Agriculture negotiation had been consulting Members to
identify the priorities to pursue and the Chair of the Committee of Trade and Development Special
Session held consultations with Members to identify a way forward to progressing discussions on
Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT) including the G90 proposals. As a result, Members had a
modest discussion on these two items. There was no discussion on the Non-Agriculture Market
Access (NAMA) and Trade in services. These are the core element of the Doha Development Agenda.
The sponsors of the new joint initiatives (Buenos Aires plurilateral initiatives) such as the Ecommerce, Micro Small and Medium Enterprise (MSMEs), Investment Facilitation, and the Services
Domestic Regulation, had been advancing their discussions. The Spokespersons of these new
initiatives only provided updates to the WTO Members in the General Council Meetings for
transparency purposes. The new initiatives are conducted in parallel with the multilateral
discussions and are open for new Members wishing to join. None of the Pacific WTO Members cosponsored these initiatives. PIF-GVA, however, has been requested by the Pacific WTO Members to
follow these issues, particularly the e-Commerce and MSMEs and provide an update to Members.
PIF-GVA and WTO had jointly organised a Regional Workshop on MC11 Outcomes and Way Forward
for the Pacific WTO Member countries at the PIFS in Suva, Fiji, from 22-25 May 2018. Trade,
Fisheries, Agriculture and Commerce officials attended to discuss the outcome of MC11 and develop
common regional positions on the priority areas of negotiations for the Pacific. Mr Roberto Azevèdo,
the WTO Director-General, and Dame Meg Taylor, PIFS Secretary-General, opened the regional
workshop. PIF-GVA Officials made presentations at this workshop on Fisheries, Agriculture and
Development issues highlighting the previous positions of the Pacific and potential way forward for
Members. Participants spent a closed-door session to review these positions.
PIF-GVA continued to disseminate technical advice and information to the six Pacific WTO Members
(Fiji, PNG, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu). In these two months, PIF-GVA circulated
four (4) Briefs and provided a Technical Paper to one Member that had requested a technical brief
on the current trade war between the USA and its major trading allies. On the fisheries streamlining
exercise, PIF-GVA kept the Pacific WTO Members updated on the clusters of meetings and urged
Members to continue providing comments on the fisheries subsidies. A joint Pacific Statement was
delivered at the Trade Negotiations Committee Meeting in May.
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3. AID-FOR-TRADE ACTIVITIES
3.1 Networking
As of 30 June 2018, 145 Aid-for-Trade connections were included in the Office’s database.
3.2 Representation
On the 7 May 2018, Ambassador Mere FALEMAKA presented her credentials to the Director General
of the United Nations Office of Geneva (UNOG), to officially mark the PIF’s accreditation as a
Permanent Observer to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva.
On the 5 June 2018, Ambassador FALEMAKA participated as a panellist to share the Pacific
perspectives at UNCTAD’s 65th Trade Development Board Session on Building Resilience to Multiple
Shocks.
On the 14 June 2018, the Office represented Pacific Islands’ instances at the Enhanced Integrated
Framework (EIF) Global Forum on Inclusive Trade for LDCs. Ambassador FALEMAKA participated as a
panellist at the Global Forum’s Session on LDCs.
On the same day, a key milestone was achieved with the signature of a Memorandum of
Understating (MoU) between the PIFS and the EIF to strengthen support for Least Developed
Country (LDC) Members of the PIF. The MoU is attached at Annex 1. The speeches given on occasion
of the signing ceremony are available on the PIFS and EIF’s websites.
3.3 Projects
3.3.1 Implemented
In May and June 2018 the Office undertook preparations to commence implementation of the Trade
Advocacy Fund (TAF)’s project in support of WTO trade negotiations. Adam Smith International (ASI)
was chosen as the preferred Service Provider for the project. Terms of ASI’s engagement were
discussed and agreed in June 2018 and the activities formally commenced.
During the same period, the Office and the Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG) Secretariat
continued working with the TradeCom Project Management Unit to finalise Terms of Reference
(TOR) for the regional re-Commerce initiative. TOR were agreed and the tendering process will
commence in July 2018.
3.3.2 Completed/Secured
The Office supported FICs to secure assistance worth about USD 120,000, including funding for the
e-Trade Readiness Assessments in Tuvalu and Kiribati. Implementation of these projects is expected
to commence in the second half of 2018. The Pacific is the region that has benefitted the most from
the UNCTAD’s e-Trade Readiness initiative, with 100% of PIF LDC members now supported.
3.3.3 Ongoing
The Office continued its work to facilitate access to Aid-for-Trade opportunities for its members. This
period saw the Office facilitating submissions by Niue, Tuvalu, and Tonga to TradeCom, working with
ICTSD to formulate an initiative on e-Commerce legal and regulatory environment, and facilitating a
submission by Vanuatu to the Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation.
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PARTNER
STDF

TradeComII
TradeComII
TradeComII
TradeComII
TradeComII
ICTSD
Global Alliance for Trade
Facilitation

INITIATIVE
Honey industry
Trade Policy and sub-regional FTAs

IN SUPPORT OF
Niue
FSM

STAGE*
Formulation
Identification

SPS Framework

Niue

Identification

Export Strategy

Tuvalu

Identification

TPF Implementation

Tonga

Identification

Quality Infrastructure

All FICs

Formulation

E-Commerce Legislation

All FICs

Formulation

Trade Facilitation Assessment

Vanuatu

Identification

* ‘Stage’ refers to the type of action within the project cycle that the Geneva Office is currently supporting, with: (1)
Collection/Dissemination = initial engagement with partners and members to scope interest and feasibility; (2)
Identification = High-level conceptualisation of possible project; (3) Formulation = detailed work on project proposals

3.4. Apply! Demand-driven Aid-for-Trade facilities accepting applications
(1) TradeCom II (2) Trade Advocacy Fund II (3) Standards Trade and Development Facility (4) Global
Alliance for Trade Facilitation (5) Fit for Market
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