
 
 

PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM SECRETARIAT  

REGIONAL POLICY CONSULTATION  

SUBMISSION TEMPLATE 

Please refer to the Regional Policy Consultation Guidance Note before completing this Submission Template. 

Please complete each section below.  

 
1. Contact Details 

Please provide the following contact details: 

 

Name of  individual 
or group making this 
submission:  

Josephite Justice Network 

 

Name of Primary 
Contact for 
submission: 

Sister Susan Connelly 
 

 

Email address of 
primary contact: 

susan.connelly@sosj.org.au 
 
 

 

Phone number of 
primary contact: 

0498 473 341 
 

 

 
2. Title and Summary 

Please provide the title and a brief summary of your submission including any key recommendations. 

Please limit your response to no more than 150 words.   

Justice for West Papua 

The Josephite Justice Network, part of the Australian and New Zealand Sisters of St Joseph, wishes to 
raise West Papua as a priority foreign policy issue for the Pacific Islands Forum.  

We are greatly concerned about the human rights abuses being committed by the Indonesian security 
forces. We also draw attention to the continuing lack of international scrutiny which occurs because of the 
resistance to journalists and reporters. Contrary to what governments and some commentaries say, the 
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human rights situation in West Papua is not improving, and the world appears not to know, and hence care. 

In 2017 the West Papuan people demanded that the United Nations send a Special Representative on 
Human Rights to investigate the situation. This has not happened. They demanded a referendum which 
would give them a say in their future, as the "Act of Free Choice" was a shameful act of the UN and the 
nations which colluded with Indonesia in its promulgation. Neither of these demands have been met. We 
call on the Pacific Islands Forum to support the West Papuan people in the realisation of these clearly 
necessary requests. 

 
 

  



 
 

3. Key Issues 
 
What is the key issue or challenge that you seek to highlight in this submission? In responding to this section, 
consider the following questions:  
 
 What is the issue or challenge, and what are its causes?  
 Why has this issue not been resolved so far, from your perspective?  
 Can this issue be addressed at the national level, for instance, by your national government or through your 

national development strategy, or does it require the collective and regional action of the Pacific Islands 
Forum member countries in order to be addressed? 
 

Please limit your response to no more than 750 words.   

A key concern is state of the human rights of the West Papuan people. The fundamental cause of this ongoing problem is 
the manner in which West Papua was incorporated into Indonesia in 1969. Until this basic problem is addressed there 
will not be peace, and more Papuans will continue to suffer and die.  
 
The problem has not been addressed by Indonesia because that nation does not want to admit the disgraceful way it took 
over what is not the Papuan Provinces, and it also does not want to lose the territory because of its riches. No 
international pressure of any weight is put on Indonesia because everyone wants to be on Indonesia's side. Indonesia is 
a new democracy, it is getting richer and it is the largest Muslim nation in the world, hence the idea that friendly 
relations will reap financial and security benefits. In particular, Australia has an obligation to challenge Indonesia over 
its treatment of West Papua but refuses to do so because it fears risking Indonesian support re national security issues. 
 
The Pacific Islands Forum is extremely important in championing the rights of the Melanesian people, including the 
West Papuans. Most PIF countries are not in thrall to Indonesia in the same way that Australia is. The PIF understands 
from experience the background of Melanesian peoples and how difficult is the path to sovereignty. Australia does not 
appear to be concerned about this and therefore is content to subject smaller groups to Indonesian control in order to 
keep onside with Indonesia. 
 

 

4. Proposed Solutions 

Do you have a proposed regional policy recommendation to the issues outlined in your response to Question (3) 
above? In responding to this section, consider the following questions:  

 What is the proposed regional policy solution or recommendation?   
 Does this policy solution require the oversight of Forum Leaders?  
 How does the proposed regional policy solution address the issue(s) presented in section (3) above?  
 In your view, who are the main beneficiaries of this proposed regional policy?   
 Has a regional policy initiative of this kind been carried out previously? 
 Are there risks in implementing this regional policy initiative?  

Please limit your response to no more than 750 words.   

 



 
 

Nations in the region should support West Papua by approaching the United Nations and requesting the mounting of an 
investigation of the human rights abuses in West Papua. This should come from the highest levels of the PIF and should 
be addressed to the highest levels of the UN. Agitation for the unimpeded entry and exit of reporters, journalists and 
media of all descriptions should be a priority. If Indonesia has nothing to hide what doesn't it allow access for normal 
scrutiny? 

Pacific Island Forum leaders are essential in this process because no one else will do it. No one else will front up to 
Indonesia. 
 
Unless nations call Indonesia to account over West Papua, Indonesia will be emboldened to pursue its hold farther 
afield. This has happened before. No one was brought to account for the atrocities committed by Indonesia and their 
proxies in East Timor. Those responsible at high levels of the Indonesian military were then appointed to West Papua 
and continued the abuse which they had used in East Timor with impunity.  
 
Indonesia is already intent on curtailing West Papuan aspirations, as can be seen by its growing involvement in the 
Melanesian Spearhead Group. If Indonesia is successful in keeping West Papua suppressed, there will be nothing to stop 
it from interfering in the business of Pacific Island and other Melanesian nations.  
 
A regional policy which upholds the rights of those in the region is good for the whole region. Behaviour and policies 
which ignore the basic human rights of one group are a threat to the human rights of all. The beneficiaries of justice for 
the West Papuan people are everyone in the region. Challenges may result in Indonesia getting upset and feeling 
insulted, but they will get over it. Indonesia may attempt to place pressure on Pacific nations through a variety of 
sanctions. If that happens, it should be made public. Courage and integrity are what is needed from West Papua's 
neighbours in order to secure the rights of all. 
 
Once the Timorese people were seen as determined to uphold their national identity and pursue their national interest, 
(even though it cost many Timorese lives), the UN swung into action and nations like Australia could see they had no 
other option but to cooperate. Timor-Leste is now a sovereign nation, and no one is worse off, in fact, the whole region 
is better, because justice has been done. Timor has problems, as West Papua would, either as a free nation or as a 
properly administered autonomous region. But no number of problems approximate to the fundamental problem of 
threats to life, limb and livelihood when human rights are not observed. That is the fact of West Papua's situation in 
2018. 
 
The West Papuans are not going to give up. The time for action has come. Unless justice is done, and unless large 
nations are resisted and faced down, the whole region is threatened. 

 
 

  



 
 

5. Attachments 

You may attach 3 additional documents to support this submission.  

Please limit each attachment to no more than 3 pages.    

 
END OF SUBMISSION TEMPLATE 
 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR SUBMITTERS:  
 
Public Accessibility of Submissions  

 
All submissions, inclusive of all attachments, will be uploaded to the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat website and will be 
made publicly available. Contact details will be removed prior to upload.   

Guidelines and Contact Details 
 
For further information on completing this template, consult the Regional Policy Consultation – Guidance Note or contact the 
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat:  

Email:  info@forumsec.org  
 FPR@forumsec.org 
 
Phone:  +679 7788322 
 +679 7788260 
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