
 
 

PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM SECRETARIAT  

REGIONAL POLICY CONSULTATION  

SUBMISSION TEMPLATE 

Please refer to the Regional Policy Consultation Guidance Note before completing this Submission Template. 

Deadline for all submissions is 5pm Fiji Time, Friday 9 February, 2018.  

Please complete each section below.  

 

1. Contact Details 

Please provide the following contact details: 

 

Name of  individual 

or group making this 

submission:  

Pacific Islands Association of NGOs  

 

Name of Primary 

Contact for 

submission: 

Emele Duituturaga  

(PIANGO Executive Director) 

 

 

Email address of 

primary contact: 

emele@piango.org  

 

 

Phone number of 

primary contact: 

679 3300060 (office) 

679 9991864 (mobile) 

 

 

 

2. Title and Summary 

Please provide the title and a brief summary of your submission including any key recommendations. 

Please limit your response to no more than 150 words.   

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN WEST PAPUA   

 

The issue of West Papua has been on the Leaders Agenda without evident progress. Human rights abuses and 

extrajudicial killings continue. The human right to self-determination of West Papua continues to be violated by 

Indonesia. It is recommended that Pacific Island Forum Leaders:  

(1) Call for a UN Special Rapporteur on West Papua to investigate continued human rights violations; 

(2) Support a UN General Assembly Resolution to include West Papua on the UN Decolonisation List; and  

(3) Scrutinise development cooperation with Indonesia and participation in the Pacific Island Forum Secretariat. 

 

3. Key Issues 

mailto:emele@piango.org


 
 

 

What is the key issue or challenge that you seek to highlight in this submission? In responding to this section, 

consider the following questions:  

 

 What is the issue or challenge, and what are its causes?  

 Why has this issue not been resolved so far, from your perspective?  

 Can this issue be addressed at the national level, for instance, by your national government or through your 

national development strategy, or does it require the collective and regional action of the Pacific Islands 

Forum member countries in order to be addressed? 

 

Please limit your response to no more than 750 words.   

The Pacific Islands Association of NGOs (PIANGO) with membership in Pacific Forum Countries and Territories 

continue to be concerned with ongoing violations of the human rights of ethnic Melanesians in Indonesia’s Papua 

provinces.  

In this regard, as the voice of Pacific civil society with membership in West Papua, PIANGO had previously raised its 

concerns on this issue in 2016 and 2017but the situation has not improved. PIANGO hereby further calls on Pacific 

Island Forum Leaders to not give up on West Papua but to continue to demand accountability and bring an end to the 

struggles of the Pacific people of West Papua. 

 

Evidence include the following highlights of the International Coalition on Papua  Human Rights Update for the fourth 

quarter of 2017:  

1. Violation of Papuans’ Right to Health and State’s Medical Negligence  

 The right to health continues to be of serious concern, particularly in the central highlands of West Papua 

which has had prevalent outbreak of diseases. 

 38 villagers died over a period of approximately three months due to various diseases, whilst the government 

did not take notice of the devastating health condition in the Yahukimo Regency in October 2017 

2. Torture and intimidation 

 In October, four villagers were tortured by army members who maintain a security post at Moso.  

 severe case of torture was reported from south Sorong Regency, where a conflict over land between palm oil 

company PT Permata Putera Mandiri (PPM) and indigenous land owners had peaked into several cases of 

intimidation and torture. 

 A human rights coalition in the central highlands reported that security forces raided houses in the Mugi 

District of Nduga Regency. According to a press release by the coalition five villagers sustained bullet injures 

while another four were tortured – amongst them three minors. Two human rights defenders faced intimidation 

after they had spread information about the security force raid. Security force members denied the incident. 

Moreover, human rights defenders reported two extra-judicial killings and one case of disappearance. 

3. Violent clashes between government forces and West Papuan freedom fighters 

 In Tembaggapura in November 2017, as violent clashes between security forces and independence fighters 

occurred. The case reached Indonesia-wide attention through national media as high officials of the army and 

police classified the situation as the 'taking of 1.400 hostages by a criminal armed group' because a village in 

the affected area had been cut-off from supplies 

4. Intimidation and persecution of press and HR defenders  

 In October 217 a local journalist was intimidated by security force members in Enarotali. In Moso, a small 

village in Jayapura Regency near the PNG boarder,  

 The West Papua National Committee KNPB continues to be the main target group of political arrests 

in West Papua 



 
 

 Media outlets reported two other cases in which security force members had committed physical assaults 

against local journalists in the regencies Mimika and Jayapura. The number of cases during the reporting 

period peaked in December 2017, which is commonly a month of concern due to commemorations of the 1st 

December in West Papua. As in previous years, several commemorations were accompanied by political arrests. 

(International Coalition for Papua (ICP), 2018)  

As a regional CSO platform PIANGO wishes to reiterate and emphasise the urgency for collective and regional action 

of the Pacific Islands Forum member countries to hold Indonesia to account and halt the human rights violations of 

Melanesians in West Papua. As the above statistics reflect, Papuans face threats to their wellbeing and dignity 

constantly and more so from duty bearers who do so, seemingly, with a sense of impunity. PIANGO is calling on Pacific 

Forum Leaders’ to heed their moral duty as Pacific neighbours and relatives to halt these violations immediately.  

 

1. Proposed Solutions 

Do you have a proposed regional policy recommendation to the issues outlined in your response to Question (3) 

above? In responding to this section, consider the following questions:  

 What is the proposed regional policy solution or recommendation?   

 Does this policy solution require the oversight of Forum Leaders?  

 How does the proposed regional policy solution address the issue(s) presented in section (3) above?  

 In your view, who are the main beneficiaries of this proposed regional policy?   

 Has a regional policy initiative of this kind been carried out previously? 

 Are there risks in implementing this regional policy initiative?  

Please limit your response to no more than 750 words.   

PIANGO recommends the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders to immediately: 

(1) Call for a UN Special Rapporteur on West Papua to investigate continued human rights violations; 

(2) Support a UN General Assembly Resolution to include West Papua on the UN Decolonisation List; and  

(3) Scrutinise development cooperation with Indonesia and participation in the Pacific Island Forum Secretariat. 

 

This policy recommendation requires the oversight and endorsement of all Forum Leaders and while it is aligned to all 

of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals SDGs, PIANGO would like to emphasise on Goal 16: Promote peaceful and 

inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and 

inclusive institutions at all levels 

Goal 16 targets that are specific to this recommendation includes 

 Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere. 

 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of children. 

 Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and ensure equal access to justice for all. 

 Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels. 

 Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at all levels. 

 Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries in the institutions of global governance. 

 Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national legislation 

and international agreements. 

 Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for sustainable development 

 

 



 
 

The Call from our Pacific Island Forum Leaders for a UN Special Rapporteur to investigate the human rights violations 

in West Papua is the only option, particularly given that the PIFS fact finding mission has been stalled and abandoned. 

The inclusion of West Papua in the UN Decolonisation list will address the long suffering struggles endured by West 

Papua for the last 49 years of Indonesian occupation under the controversial Act of Free Choice.  

A human rights based approach demands a greater and urgent scrutiny of Indonesia’s aid and development cooperation 

to Forum Island countries until allegations of HR violations are addressed. This is aligned to the renewed mandate of 

the Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation) in that “it shall contribute to the achievement of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and regional strategies for sustainable development by promoting effective 

development co-operation geared towards ending all forms of poverty and reducing inequality, advancing sustainable 

development and ensuring that no-one is left behind – especially the unfinished business of decolonisation and self-

determination in the Pacific. The Global Partnership shall promote mutual accountability to hold each other responsible 

for more effective development co-operation. 

PIANGO believes that scrutinising development cooperation received from Indonesia reiterates Forum Leader’s 

commitments to Human Rights Based Approaches (HRBA) to development effectiveness and south-south cooperation, 

particularly with the recent review of the Forum Compact of Strengthening Development Coordination in the Pacific in 

2017.  

In addition, such a move will demonstrate strong leadership and augur well to generations of Pacific Islanders whose 

country contexts and narrative have been dominated by colonial legacies and struggles and client-patron politics. 

Saying no to aid from a country and government embroiled in severe HR violations allegations is key to rethinking 

Pacific development effectiveness and ensuring the future we want.  

 

 

 

  



 
 

2. Attachments 

You may attach 3 additional documents to support this submission.  

Please limit each attachment to no more than 3 pages.    

 

END OF SUBMISSION TEMPLATE 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR SUBMITTERS:  
 
Public Accessibility of Submissions  

 

All submissions, inclusive of all attachments, will be uploaded to the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat website and will be 

made publicly available. Contact details will be removed prior to upload.   

Guidelines and Contact Details 

 

For further information on completing this template, consult the Regional Policy Consultation – Guidance Note or contact the 

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat:  

Email:  info@forumsec.org  

 FPR@forumsec.org 

 

Phone:  +679 7788322 

 +679 7788260 
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