
 
 

PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM SECRETARIAT  

REGIONAL POLICY CONSULTATION  

SUBMISSION TEMPLATE 

Please refer to the Regional Policy Consultation Guidance Note before completing this Submission Template. 

Deadline for all submissions is 5pm Fiji Time, Wednesday 28 February, 2018.  

Please complete each section below.  

 

1. Contact Details 

Please provide the following contact details: 

 

Name of  individual 

or group making this 

submission:  

PNG Union for Free West Papua (PNGUFWP) 

 

Name of Primary 

Contact for 

submission: 

Kenn Mondiai – Chairman of PNGUFWP 

Executive Director/Senior Forestry Officer – Partners With Melanesians Inc. 

 

 

Email address of 

primary contact: 

kmondiai@pwmpng.org.pg  

 

 

Phone number of 

primary contact: 

+675 3236344 (landline) 

+ 675 72805281 (mobile) 

 

 

2. Title and Summary 

Please provide the title and a brief summary of your submission including any key recommendations. 

Please limit your response to no more than 150 words.   

Deteriorating Human Rights Situation in West Papua. This submission proposes that PIF countries continue to 

exert pressure on the relevant parties to organize as soon as possible and under good conditions the planned UN 

Human Rights mission to West Papua. It specifically asks that the PIF leaders adopt the following statement: 

“Recalling their past decisions and concerns expressed about reports of violence in Papua; 

Nothing with appreciation the constructive dialogue between Indonesia and the UN Human Rights High 

Commissioner who visited the country in February 2018, as well as the invitation extended by the Indonesian 

Government to the UN to visit Papua; 

Encourage that both the office of the UN High Commissioner on Human Rights and the Indonesian Government put 

all efforts into organizing a Human Rights mission to visit West Papua as soon as possible, 

Decide that the issue of West Papua should remain on the agenda.” 

 

mailto:kmondiai@pwmpng.org.pg


 
 

3. Key Issues 

 

What is the key issue or challenge that you seek to highlight in this submission? In responding to this section, 

consider the following questions:  

 

 What is the issue or challenge, and what are its causes?  

 Why has this issue not been resolved so far, from your perspective?  

 Can this issue be addressed at the national level, for instance, by your national government or through your 

national development strategy, or does it require the collective and regional action of the Pacific Islands 

Forum member countries in order to be addressed? 

 

Please limit your response to no more than 750 words.   

With this submission, we wish to raise the significantly deteriorating human rights situation in West Papua. West Papua 

refers to the Indonesian easternmost provinces of “Papua” and “Papua Barat”. Reports by local human rights 

defenders and Civil Society Organizations depict an alarming shrinking of democratic space. Although the Indonesian 

President pushed economic development and granted clemency to a number of political prisoners, the security forces 

(army and police) violently cracked down on practically all dissident political activities by West Papuans, most of which 

were of a peaceful nature. In our view, there has been a constant lack of political will from the Indonesian Government 

to recognize that its security forces have been gravely violating the human rights of the indigenous inhabitants of these 

provinces for the past fifty years.  

At this stage we would like to pay our respect to the Civil Society Organizations in West Papua which have relentlessly 

worked throughout the years to raise awareness about the tragic situation in the region. In doing so, the Civil Society 

organizations have left no stone unturned as they dug their way through the maze that is the United Nations Human 

Rights system. At their own risks and perils they have produced reports and travelled all the way to the United Nations 

to hand them over to Human Rights experts. They have put tremendous efforts in using United Nations Treaty-based 

Bodies, such as the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) which initiated an early warning 

and an urgent action procedure after receiving alarming information from them.  The West Papuan CSOs have 

submitted countless reports both oral and written, to UN Charter-based bodies such as the Human Rights Council, but 

also to Human Rights experts and Special Rapporteurs. It was with great enthusiasm that they welcomed the UN Special 

Rapporteur on the right to health who saw for himself and listened with his own ears to the tragic situation of this 

people that have been left to their own devices, after the territory came under Indonesian rule in the sixties. It was also 

with great discipline and zeal that the West Papuan CSOs successfully submitted comprehensive reports at the Universal 

Periodic Report (UPR) process when Indonesia had to presented its own Human Rights report in May 2017; 

unfortunately no Pacific country intervened during that process. Last but not least, West Papuan CSOs did not hesitate 

to travel to Jakarta and to courageously report on the significant aggravation of the human rights situation in their 

region, when the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, visited Jakarta this month.  

In the past, the Pacific Islands Forum leaders were able to exert some sort of pressure on Indonesia through their 

statements. We wish to recall the Pacific Islands Forum Port Moresby final communiqué dated 11 September 2015 in 

which the “Leaders recalled their decisions and concerns expressed at their meeting in 2006 about reports of violence 

in Papua, in which they also called on all parties to protect and uphold the human rights of all residents in Papua and to 

work to address the root causes of such conflicts by peaceful means.” PIF Leaders also “recognised Indonesia’s 

sovereignty over the Papuan provinces but noted concerns about the human rights situation, calling on all parties to 

protect and uphold the human rights of all residents in Papua. Leaders requested the Forum Chair to convey the views 

of the Forum to the Indonesian Government, and to consult on a fact finding mission to discuss the situation in Papua 

with the parties involved.” In their Pohnpei Joint Communique in dated 10 September 2016, PIF Leaders “recognised 

the political sensitivities of the issue of West Papua (Papua) and agreed the issue of alleged human rights violations in 

West Papua (Papua) should remain on their agenda. Leaders also agreed on the importance of an open and constructive 

dialogue with Indonesia on the issue.”  



 
 

The Civil Society Organizations in West Papua have exerted all efforts throughout the years to find a solution to the 

problem. But they cannot do this alone, they cannot exert the necessary pressure to create a change. This issue requires 

the collective and regional action of the Pacific Islands Forum member countries in order to be addressed and we feel 

that the Pacific Islands Forum can contribute to put pressure on the Indonesian government in order to recognize the 

gravity of the situation and to open the region to independent human rights observers. 

 

4. Proposed Solutions 

Do you have a proposed regional policy recommendation to the issues outlined in your response to Question (3) 

above? In responding to this section, consider the following questions:  

 What is the proposed regional policy solution or recommendation?   

 Does this policy solution require the oversight of Forum Leaders?  

 How does the proposed regional policy solution address the issue(s) presented in section (3) above?  

 In your view, who are the main beneficiaries of this proposed regional policy?   

 Has a regional policy initiative of this kind been carried out previously? 

 Are there risks in implementing this regional policy initiative?  

Please limit your response to no more than 750 words.   

With this submission we wish to propose two simple and straightforward recommendations in relation to the recent visit 

of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zaid Ra'ad Al Hussein to Indonesia. Although he was not able to visit 

West Papua, the West Papuan CSO’s travelled to Jakarta to inform him about the situation in West Papua.  

In his opening remarks at the press conference during his mission to Indonesia on 7 February 2018, the High 

Commissioner stated that he was “grateful to the robust and dynamic representatives of civil society, some of whom 

travelled long distances to share their experiences and raise their voices in defence of their rights and those of their 

communities”. The West Papuan CSOs knew they had been heard. Even more so, when he expressed his concern “about 

increasing reports of the excessive use of force by security forces, harassment, arbitrary arrests and detentions in 

Papua”. 

It was with even greater enthusiasm that they heard the news that the UN human rights chief was going to send a 

mission to investigate abuses in West Papua. However, West Papuan CSOs know that the implementation of such a 

decision still depends on the political will of Indonesia although the country has invited the UN to send a mission to 

West Papua.  

In a twisted turn of event, while Indonesia was promoting opening and dialogue, three BBC journalists covering the 

alarming health crisis in Asmat (Papua) were forced to leave the region after one of them, criticized, the provision of aid 

in response to the measles and malnutrition outbreak there. The health crisis had received international attention after 

at least 71 Papuan children had died of the disease. 

Time is of the essence, as the necessary persuasion needs to be exerted to encourage that a UN  mission takes place as 

soon as possible and in the best conditions possible, involving the relevant stakeholders, in particular West Papuan 

CSOs. UN Members States and in particular countries from the Pacific region are in a position to make a difference.  

Our recommendations are as follows:  

1. We seek the good offices of the PIF countries to encourage the Government of Indonesia and the Office of the High 

Commissioner to organize the United Nations mission to Papua as soon as possible, and to involve the Papuan 

stakeholders, including the CSOs which were involved in the UPR process in 2017. This can be done through bilateral 

means or through statements of encouragements during the upcoming sessions of the United Nations Human Rights 

Council.  



 
 

2. We also kindly ask that in their next communiqué, the PIF leaders adopt the following statement, or wording similar 

to it, in relation to the human rights situation in West Papua:  

“Recalling their past decisions and concerns expressed about reports of violence in Papua, and how the issue of West 

Papua (Papua) should remain on their agenda; 

Nothing with appreciation the constructive dialogue between Indonesia and the UN Human Rights High Commissioner 

who visited the country in February 2018, as well as the invitation extended by the Indonesian Government to the UN to 

visit Papua; 

Encourage that both the office of the UN High Commissioner on Human Rights and the Indonesian Government put all 

efforts into organizing a Human Rights mission to visit West Papua as soon as possible, 

Decide that the issue of West Papua should remain on the agenda.” 

 

 
5. Attachments 

You may attach 3 additional documents to support this submission.  

Please limit each attachment to no more than 3 pages.    

One (1) attachment of 1 page: Additional information regarding the submission (Some links) 

 

END OF SUBMISSION TEMPLATE 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR SUBMITTERS:  
 
Public Accessibility of Submissions  

 

All submissions, inclusive of all attachments, will be uploaded to the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat website and will be 

made publicly available. Contact details will be removed prior to upload.   

Guidelines and Contact Details 

 

For further information on completing this template, consult the Regional Policy Consultation – Guidance Note or contact the 

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat:  

Email:  info@forumsec.org  

 FPR@forumsec.org 

 

Phone:  +679 7788322 

 +679 7788260 
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mailto:FPR@forumsec.org


 
 

Attachment: Additional information regarding the submission (Some links) 

1. Human Rights Report published by the International Coalition on Papua, detailing recent cases 

of human rights violations in the region (2017): 

http://humanrightspapua.org/images/docs/HumanRightsPapua2017-ICP.pdf  

 

2. Opening remarks by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein at a press 

conference during his mission to Indonesia (7 February 2018) 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22638&LangID=E  

 

3. UN human rights chief to send mission to investigate abuses in Papua 

https://asiapacificreport.nz/2018/02/10/un-human-rights-chief-to-examine-rights-abuses-in-

papua/  

 

4. UN Human Rights Chief to Examine Rights Abuses in Papua 

http://jakartaglobe.id/news/un-human-rights-chief-examine-rights-abuses-papua/  

 

5. UPR Process – Indonesia, May 2017 

Summary of stakeholders’ submissions on Indonesia 

https://www.upr-info.org/en/review/Indonesia/Session-27---May-2017/Civil-society-and-other-

submissions  
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