
Page 3 of 9 
 

REGIONAL INITIATIVE TEMPLATE 

Please complete each section below.  

1. Contact Details 

Please provide the following contact details: 

Name of  individual or 
group submitting initiative  

International Trade Centre 

Division of Market Development 

Market Analysis and Research section 

Name and position of 
primary  contact 

Mr. Mondher Mimouni 

Chief, Market Analysis and Research section 
 

Email address Mimouni@intracen.org; Lassen@intracen.org  

Alternate email address Eam-on@intracen.org; Wozniak@intracen.org  

Phone number +41 22 730 0468, +41 22 730 0552 

Fax number +41 22 730 0577 

Mailing address 

International Trade Centre 

Palais des Nations 

1211 Geneva 10 

Switzerland  

 

2. Name of Initiative  

Building Capacity of SMEs in Market Analysis for Regional Trade Integration  

 

3. Background and Rationale 

You may consider: What is the issue being addressed by this initiative? What are the causes of this issue? Are there relevant studies that have been 

carried out to support the issue? Are there links to national, regional or international goals/policies? 

Please limit your response to no more than 750 words.   

In developing countries, Small and Medium sized Enterprises (SMEs) have been called the engines of 
innovation, growth and employment; they account for almost 90% of all enterprises and employ over a 
quarter of the workforce. However, the scarcity of reliable trade information on markets proves to be a 
major challenge for all economic operators and hinders their further economic integration within the Pacific 
region and beyond.  

The International Trade Centre (ITC) is a joint agency of the United Nations and the World Trade Organization 
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for trade-related technical cooperation in developing countries. ITC’s Market Analysis and Research section 
(MAR) provides a suite of free online analytical tools designed to empower SMEs with invaluable knowledge 
about international trends, market dynamism, potential clients, level of competitiveness, as well as 
information on customs tariffs, rules of origin, market regulations and voluntary standards in different 
markets. ITC’s tools users number over 400,000 today in over 200 countries and territories. A survey of users 
in 2014 showed ITC Tools helped companies make decisions about trade deals valued at US$126 million. The 
same survey showed ITC Tools were particularly instrumental to users in least developed countries, where 
local sources of trade intelligence are often unavailable or not up-to-date.  

To support SMEs and Trade and Investment Support Institutions (TISIs) in the Pacific to better monitor 
and respond to trade opportunities in the region and beyond, ITC proposes an SME focused initiative through 
a series of capacity building workshops and mentoring sessions as well as activities to ensure data 
(mandatory and voluntary regulations / standards, trade flows, customs duties etc) from the region is 
regularly collected, processing and made comparable online and free to all users through a region-specific 
customized interface to ITC’s tools. 
4. Description  

Please provide a brief overview of this initiative. Try to address the following: Does this initiative contribute to a positive change to the region? What makes 

this initiative of importance to the Pacific region as a whole? Who would implement this initiative? Who are the main beneficiaries? Are regulatory or 

legislative changes required at the national level to implement this initiative? How would the initiative be funded? Has this initiative been carried out 

previously? What are the key risks in implementing this initiative? Are there any complementary projects and programmes currently active? What is the 

proposed timeframe for this initiative? How would the initiative be sustained over the proposed timeframe?      

Please limit your response to no more than 750 words.   

This initiative proposes the creation of a Capacity Building Framework for export/import SMEs and TISIs who 

are working directly with local SMEs. The framework would be managed by ITC in consultation with the 

Pacific Island Forum Secretariat (PIFS).  

The framework includes four workshops for SMEs and one regional workshop for TISIs by ITC experts. A 
series of 4 two-day workshops will be held for groups of up to 25 participants representing SMEs and trade 
and investment associations in each workshop. During the workshop, participants will learn to interpret 
trade and market access related data (including mandatory and voluntary sustainability standards) and 
indicators of market potential and scan potential business opportunities especially in neighbouring countries.  

A follow-up 4 day regional workshop two months later will focus on training of trainers to ensure skills on 
trade and investment opportunities identification can be replicated in the region. Previous experience show 
that those completing the training of trainers will be catalysts in spreading the knowledge and analytical skills 
to their colleagues in remote areas and clients, ensuring the sustainability of this groundwork. 

The location and composition of these workshops will be coordinated by ITC in consultation with PIFS. 
Idealistically, the participants should be representative of all member nations of PIFS.  

In addition to the training, ITC will leverage its presence in the region and interactions with national 
institutions to collect and process recent trade and market data – including mandatory and voluntary 
standards specific to the Pacific Island region as well non-tariff market requirements of important regional 
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markets including Australia and New Zealand - for free dissemination through a customized regional 
interface for the region’s data through its market analysis tools. This will improve the data coverage of the 
region and empower SMEs and trade advisers analysis and trade decisions. This customized portal will be a 
regional trade and investment facilitation mechanism for the region, powered by ITC’s tools (including 
Market Access Map, Standards Map and Trade Map) but available in an “iframe” through the PIFS’ web 
portal. ITC has recently produced such customized systems for the Middle East and North African region.  

We can confirm that to implement such an initiative does not require any regulatory or legislative changes at 

the national level as a similar training programme was done before by ITC in Fiji. From our previous 

experiences and given that the region has been stable; there is no significant risk for implementation. The 

initiative could be completed within one year and will be the basis for more in depth capacity building 

programme designed by ITC in the future.  

The proposed initiative would require the mobilization of US$700,000. 

 

5. Alignment to Regional Vision, Values and Objectives  

Briefly describe how your initiative supports the vision, values and objectives set out in the Framework for Pacific Regionalism. These can 

be found in the Framework for Pacific Regionalism document or in the submissions guideline document.   

Please limit your response to no more than 500 words   

This initiative clearly fits into PIFS’ sustainable development vision, values and objectives. Its strengths are in 

its SME focus which will bring to the entire region inclusive economic growth and continuous job creation.  

 

6. Additional Information 

Please provide or attach additional information in support of this initiative. 

  Please limit your response to no more than 5 pages.    

  

 

7. Uploading initiatives to the Forum Secretariat website 

In line with the process outlined in the Framework for Pacific Regionalism, please note that all initiatives will be uploaded to the Forum Secretariat website at the close of the 

call for initiatives, i.e. 12 June 2015.  

8. Contact Details 

For further information on completing this template, consult the submissions guideline or contact:         

Email: FPR@forumsec.org   Phone: +679 322 0322 or +679 322 0324  

mailto:FPR@forumsec.org









