
 
 

PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM SECRETARIAT  

REGIONAL POLICY CONSULTATION  

SUBMISSION TEMPLATE 

Please refer to the Regional Policy Consultation Guidance Note before completing this Submission Template. 

Deadline for all submissions is 5pm Fiji Time, Friday 9 February, 2018.  

Please complete each section below.  

 

1. Contact Details 

Please provide the following contact details: 

 

Name of  individual 

or group making this 

submission:  

Australia West Papua Association (Sydney) 

 

Name of Primary 

Contact for 

submission: 

Joe Collins 

 

 

Email address of 

primary contact: 

bunyip@bigpond.net.au 

 

Phone number of 

primary contact: 

0407785797 

 

 

2. Title and Summary 

Please provide the title and a brief summary of your submission including any key recommendations. 

Please limit your response to no more than 150 words.   

West Papua -A Pacific Territory 

 

 

  



 
 

3. Key Issues 

 

What is the key issue or challenge that you seek to highlight in this submission? In responding to this section, 

consider the following questions:  

 

 What is the issue or challenge, and what are its causes?  

 Why has this issue not been resolved so far, from your perspective?  

 Can this issue be addressed at the national level, for instance, by your national government or through your 

national development strategy, or does it require the collective and regional action of the Pacific Islands 

Forum member countries in order to be addressed? 

 

Please limit your response to no more than 750 words.   

West Papua -A Pacific Territory 

The Australia West Papua Association (AWPA) in Sydney believes that West Papua should be 

a priority foreign policy issue for the Pacific Islands Forum.  

In the Vision, Values and Objectives of the Framework for Pacific Regionalism it states,  

"Our Pacific Vision is for a region of peace, harmony, security, social inclusion, and prosperity, so that all 

Pacific people can lead free, healthy, and productive lives". 

Tragically, the West Papuan people, a Pacific people have yet to achieve a life free of fear.  

AWPA will not go into the historical history of the West Papuan issue, as we understand the PIF Leaders are 

well aware of the issue. However, ever since Indonesia took over responsibility for the administration of the 

territory the West Papuan people have suffered on going human rights abuses committed by the Indonesian 

security forces. The so called Act of free Choice in 1969 was a farce and has never been accepted by the West 

Papuan people, which is why today the West Papuan people are still marching in the streets calling for a real 

referendum.  

In 2017 there was no improvement in the human rights situation in West Papua. Human rights abuses and 

incidents of intimidation and torture of West Papuan activists and human rights defenders continued to be 

committed by the Indonesian security forces throughout the year.  A number of military operations took 

place in response to alleged attacks on the security forces or on   vehicles operated by the Freeport copper 

and gold mine. There are many actors involved in these attacks and the security forces use various names for 

the assailants from the Free Papua Movement (OPM), armed gangs, armed criminal groups, unknown 

assailants, separatists, and unidentified gunmen. However, these operations leave the local people 

traumatised and in fear for the lives. The security forces also seem to have great difficulty in distinguishing 

between what they term separatists and the general public.  

We are continuously being told by governments that the human rights situation in West Papua is improving. 



 
 

The incidents of human rights abuses that occurred throughout 2017 prove otherwise. 

Unfortunately 2018 begun with the security forces intimidating members of the KNPB.  The Free West 

Papua Campaign reported (10 Jan) that 14 KNPB activists were arrested on 7th January for raising a KNPB 

flag. The activists were arrested by the Indonesian military and police in Kisor and were taken to the 

Indonesian police station in Aifat.  Although they were eventually released it indicates that the security forces 

continue to try and suppress any signs of what they term separatism. 

 

Indonesia claims to be a democracy yet it continues to intimidates peaceful West Papuan activists 

ignoring a number of articles in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights  

 

Article 19 

1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.  

 2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, 

receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or 

in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.  

 

 Indonesia is obviously becoming concerned at the internationalization of the issue of West Papua and is 

trying to intimidate West Papuan activists to not attend or hold meetings or rallies where the issue of 

West Papua could be raised at international fora. 

 

West Papua is one of the issues of great concern and has the potential to affect relations between countries in 

the region. The Forum leaders should be concerned about this and do all they  can to help resolve this conflict 

 

A very minor example  occurred in January 2017  when Indonesian announced on the 4th January that it was halting all 

military ties with Australia after an Indonesian special forces Kopassus soldier complained about material at the SAS 

barracks in Perth.  The material was reported to make fun of the five pillars of Indonesia’s founding philosophy 

‘Pancasila. It appears the soldier was insulted by a poster on display which made fun of “Pancasila” calling it ‘Pancagila’ 

the five crazy principles. The complaint by the Indonesian soldier also referred to training material about Indonesia’s 

involvement in East Timor and West Papua. 

Its time to talk about West Papua. 



 
 

 

  

 

4. Proposed Solutions 

Do you have a proposed regional policy recommendation to the issues outlined in your response to Question (3) 

above? In responding to this section, consider the following questions:  

 What is the proposed regional policy solution or recommendation?   

 Does this policy solution require the oversight of Forum Leaders?  

 How does the proposed regional policy solution address the issue(s) presented in section (3) above?  

 In your view, who are the main beneficiaries of this proposed regional policy?   

 Has a regional policy initiative of this kind been carried out previously? 

 Are there risks in implementing this regional policy initiative?  

Please limit your response to no more than 750 words.   

 

AWPA would like to thank the PIF leaders for discussing and raising concerns about the human rights situation in West 

Papua at recent Forum meetings.  We also thank those Pacific leaders who raised the issue of West Papua at the 72"d 

Session of the United Nations General Assembly General Debate in New York.   

In light of the ongoing human rights abuses in West Papua AWPA urges the PIF Leaders   

To continue to raise concern about the human rights situation in West Papua with the Indonesian Government. 

To continue to press Jakarta to allow a PIF fact-finding mission to the territory as was suggested at the 46th PIF 

meeting in Port Moresby”.   

The Indonesian President has said that West Papua is now open and the authorities are saying that the human rights 

situation is improving. If this is the case why not allow a PIF fact-finding mission to the territory to investigate the 

human rights situation and listen to what the West Papuan people have to say? 

This year, Australia has taken up its position on the UN Human Rights Council for a three-year term.  

AWPA urges the PIF Leaders to remind Australia (as a PIF country) that it is time the Australian Government stopped 

ignoring the human rights abuses in West Papua and starting raising concerns about the arrest and intimidation of 

peaceful West Papuan activists, not only with the Indonesian government but also at the UN. 

 



 
 

 

It is now 55 years since Indonesia took over the administration of West Papua and the West Papuan people   are still 

marching in the streets risking arrest and torture and calling for their right to self-determination. The international 

community should realize that West Papua is an issue that is not going and it is in their interest to try and help solve 

the issues of concern in West Papua. 

Otherwise we could see increasing conflict in West Papua which in turn could affect the region.  

 

 

 

 

For further information Link to AWPA’s 2017 report 

Human Rights in West Papua. 2017 Year in Review 
http://awpasydneynews.blogspot.com.au/2018/01/west-papua-2017-year-in-review.html 

 

 

 

  

http://awpasydneynews.blogspot.com.au/2018/01/west-papua-2017-year-in-review.html


 
 

5. Attachments 

You may attach 3 additional documents to support this submission.  

Please limit each attachment to no more than 3 pages.    

 

END OF SUBMISSION TEMPLATE 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR SUBMITTERS:  
 
Public Accessibility of Submissions  

 

All submissions, inclusive of all attachments, will be uploaded to the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat website and will be 

made publicly available. Contact details will be removed prior to upload.   

Guidelines and Contact Details 

 

For further information on completing this template, consult the Regional Policy Consultation – Guidance Note or contact the 

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat:  

Email:  info@forumsec.org  

 FPR@forumsec.org 

 

Phone:  +679 7788322 

 +679 7788260 

 

mailto:info@forumsec.org
mailto:FPR@forumsec.org

