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JapanJapan--IMF Scholarship Program IMF Scholarship Program 
(JISPA)(JISPA)——Basic FactsBasic Facts

Established in 1993Established in 1993

Funded by the Government of JapanFunded by the Government of Japan

Scholarships awarded annuallyScholarships awarded annually

Administered by the IMFAdministered by the IMF’’s Regional Office s Regional Office 
for Asia and the Pacific in Tokyofor Asia and the Pacific in Tokyo



Main Objectives of the JISPAMain Objectives of the JISPA

Build capacity in macroeconomic Build capacity in macroeconomic 
management in developing economies in management in developing economies in 
Asia and the PacificAsia and the Pacific
Targets qualified junior level officials from Targets qualified junior level officials from 
key government agencies and central key government agencies and central 
banksbanks
Provides graduateProvides graduate--level training in level training in 
macroeconomics and related subjectsmacroeconomics and related subjects



Main Qualifications for JISPAMain Qualifications for JISPA

Junior government official in key economic Junior government official in key economic 
agency or central bank (at least several agency or central bank (at least several 
yearsyears’’ experience)experience)
Prospects for career advancementProspects for career advancement
Good English and math skills, with Good English and math skills, with 
background in economicsbackground in economics
Committed to returning to home agency Committed to returning to home agency 
following studiesfollowing studies



Structure of the JISPAStructure of the JISPA

Partnership and open track scholarshipPartnership and open track scholarship

Partnership track: 1Partnership track: 1--2 year master2 year master’’s s 
degree programs at one of four degree programs at one of four 
partnership universities in Japanpartnership universities in Japan

Open track: Graduate studies in Open track: Graduate studies in 
economieconomicscs (both master(both master’’s and PhD level) s and PhD level) 
at any reputable university in Japanat any reputable university in Japan



Current intake (200Current intake (20088/0/099))

Partnership track: Partnership track: 4949 scholars from 12 scholars from 12 
countries (countries (2020 under a oneunder a one--year program year program 
and the remainder under twoand the remainder under two--year year 
programs)programs)

Open track:Open track: One PhD scholar (completed One PhD scholar (completed 
September 2007)September 2007)



Track Record: JISPA (1993Track Record: JISPA (1993--20020088))
A. Number of Accepted Scholars Under A. Number of Accepted Scholars Under 

Partnership Track (1993Partnership Track (1993--20020088))

CountryCountry TOTALTOTAL

CambodiaCambodia 3737

ChinaChina 7373

FijiFiji 11

IndonesiaIndonesia 1414

KazakhstanKazakhstan 3030

Kyrgyz RepublicKyrgyz Republic 3434

Lao PDRLao PDR 1212

MongoliaMongolia 3838

MyanmarMyanmar 3232

PhilippinesPhilippines 1111

TajikistanTajikistan 99

ThailandThailand 88

TurkmenistanTurkmenistan 22

UzbekistanUzbekistan 5252

VietnamVietnam 6868

Grand TotalGrand Total 421421

B. Number of Graduates Under Partnership B. Number of Graduates Under Partnership 
Track (1993Track (1993--20020077))

CountryCountry TOTALTOTAL

CambodiaCambodia 3030

ChinaChina 6464

FijiFiji 11

IndonesiaIndonesia 1111

KazakhstanKazakhstan 2727

Kyrgyz RepublicKyrgyz Republic 3131

Lao PDRLao PDR 77

MongoliaMongolia 2828

MyanmarMyanmar 3232

PhilippinesPhilippines 88

TajikistanTajikistan 77

ThailandThailand 66

TurkmenistanTurkmenistan 22

UzbekistanUzbekistan 4444

VietnamVietnam 6363

Grand TotalGrand Total 361361



JapanJapan--IMF Scholars by AffiliationIMF Scholars by Affiliation
AffiliationAffiliation PercentagePercentage

Central BankCentral Bank 49%49%

Ministry of FinanceMinistry of Finance 23%23%

Other Ministries Other Ministries 
(Economy, Commerce, Foreign Affairs, Industry, and Trade)(Economy, Commerce, Foreign Affairs, Industry, and Trade)

7%7%

Agency of Economic AffairsAgency of Economic Affairs 7%7%

Statistics AgencyStatistics Agency 4%4%

Development and Planning AgencyDevelopment and Planning Agency 3%3%

OthersOthers 7%7%

Grand TotalGrand Total 100%100%



Partnership TrackPartnership Track——2009/10 Intake2009/10 Intake

Four partnership universities will accept applications Four partnership universities will accept applications 
for 2009/10.for 2009/10.

OneOne--year masteryear master’’s programs program
National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, Tokyo National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, Tokyo 
(GRIPS)(GRIPS)

TwoTwo--year masteryear master’’s programs program
Hitotsubashi University, TokyoHitotsubashi University, Tokyo
International University of Japan, Niigata PrefectureInternational University of Japan, Niigata Prefecture
Yokohama National University, KanagawaYokohama National University, Kanagawa



National Graduate Institute for National Graduate Institute for 
Policy Studies (GRIPS)Policy Studies (GRIPS)

OneOne--year masteryear master’’s programs program

20 Japan20 Japan--IMF scholars each IMF scholars each 
yearyear

MasterMaster’’s of Public Policys of Public Policy

Information available at:Information available at:
http://http://www.grips.ac.jpwww.grips.ac.jp



Hitotsubashi University (HIT)Hitotsubashi University (HIT)
TwoTwo--year masteryear master’’s program s program 

Five JapanFive Japan--IMF scholars   IMF scholars   
accepted each yearaccepted each year

Asian Public Policy ProgramAsian Public Policy Program

MasterMaster’’s of Public Policys of Public Policy

Information available at: Information available at: 
http://www.hithttp://www.hit--

u.ac.jp/IPP/APPP/u.ac.jp/IPP/APPP/



International University of Japan International University of Japan 
(IUJ)(IUJ)

TwoTwo--year masteryear master’’s programs program

Five JapanFive Japan--IMF scholars   IMF scholars   
accepted each yearaccepted each year

Graduate School of International Graduate School of International 
RelationsRelations

MasterMaster’’s of International s of International 
DevelopmentDevelopment

Information available at: Information available at: 
http://gsir.iuj.ac.jphttp://gsir.iuj.ac.jp



Yokohama National UniversityYokohama National University
(YNU)(YNU)

TwoTwo--year masteryear master’’s programs program

10 Japan10 Japan--IMF scholars IMF scholars 
accepted every other accepted every other 
yearyear

MasterMaster’’s of Business s of Business 
AdministrationAdministration

Information available at: Information available at: 
http://www.ynu.ac.jp/indehttp://www.ynu.ac.jp/inde
x_e.htmlx_e.html



SkillSkill--Refreshing Courses (SRC)Refreshing Courses (SRC)
Objective:Objective: Ensure entering scholars are better prepared to Ensure entering scholars are better prepared to 

commence studies at partnership universities through intensive commence studies at partnership universities through intensive 
courses in math/computational skills and English.courses in math/computational skills and English.

Length:Length: Two months (midTwo months (mid--July to midJuly to mid--September)September)

Place:Place: International University of JapanInternational University of Japan

English for EconomicsEnglish for Economics: Reading, writing, speaking, and listening : Reading, writing, speaking, and listening 
skillsskills

Math/Computational Skills for EconomicsMath/Computational Skills for Economics: : 
Math for economics and statistical Math for economics and statistical 
software (e.g. Esoftware (e.g. E--views)views)



Selection Process for JISPASelection Process for JISPA

Submission of application by deadlineSubmission of application by deadline (On(On--line line 
application will be available in October)application will be available in October)
PrePre--screening of applications by OAPscreening of applications by OAP
Screening for interviews by selection committee Screening for interviews by selection committee 
of partnership universitiesof partnership universities
InIn--country interview and math test by selection country interview and math test by selection 
committee of partnership universitiescommittee of partnership universities
Selection by the partnership universities and Selection by the partnership universities and 
notification by OAPnotification by OAP



CalendarCalendar——2009/10 Intake 2009/10 Intake 

Application deadline: December 10, 2008Application deadline: December 10, 2008

Candidate interviews and math test: March 2009Candidate interviews and math test: March 2009

Award notification: April 2009Award notification: April 2009

Skill refreshing courses in Japan (math and English): Skill refreshing courses in Japan (math and English): 
JulyJuly--September 2009September 2009

Commencement of studies at the partnership Commencement of studies at the partnership 
university: September/October 2009university: September/October 2009



Events Hosted by Events Hosted by IMFIMF
Welcome Reception (fall)Welcome Reception (fall)

Campus Visits to each partnership university (winter)Campus Visits to each partnership university (winter)

JapanJapan--IMF Scholarship Seminar (spring)IMF Scholarship Seminar (spring)

Presentation by the JapanPresentation by the Japan--IMF Scholar (Summer)IMF Scholar (Summer)

Farewell Reception (summer)Farewell Reception (summer)

Alumni Reunion (in various countries)Alumni Reunion (in various countries)



Welcome Reception (Oct 8, 2008)Welcome Reception (Oct 8, 2008)



Campus Visits to Each Partnership Campus Visits to Each Partnership 
University University (January(January--February 200February 20088))

Observation of classObservation of class

Lecture by IMF Lecture by IMF 
officialsofficials

Meeting with scholarsMeeting with scholars

Meeting with faculty Meeting with faculty 
members and members and 
administratorsadministrators



JapanJapan--IMF Scholarship Seminar IMF Scholarship Seminar 
((April 21April 21, 200, 20088))

Opening RemarksOpening Remarks
Speaker:  Speaker:  Mr. Akira AriyoshiMr. Akira Ariyoshi

DirectorDirector
Regional Office for Asia and the Regional Office for Asia and the 

Pacific Pacific 
International Monetary Fund International Monetary Fund 

First Lecture: First Lecture: ““Economic Outlook in      Economic Outlook in      
Japan: The SubJapan: The Sub--prime and Credit prime and Credit 
IssueIssue””
Speaker:  Speaker:  Mr. Mr. KazumasaKazumasa IwataIwata

Emeritus ProfessorEmeritus Professor
University of Tokyo                  University of Tokyo                  
Former Deputy GovernorFormer Deputy Governor
Bank of Japan

Second Lecture: : ““Reforming Global Reforming Global 
Standards on Banking Standards on Banking 
SupervisionSupervision””

Speaker:  Speaker:  Mr. Mr. RyozoRyozo HiminoHimino
DirectorDirector
Banks Division IBanks Division I
Supervisory BureauSupervisory Bureau
Financial Services Agency, JapanFinancial Services Agency, Japan

Third Lecture: ““Can Asia Decouple Can Asia Decouple 
from the Global Slowdown?from the Global Slowdown?””

Speaker:  Mr. Speaker:  Mr. RomualdRomuald SemblatSemblat
Senior EconomistSenior Economist
Regional Office for Asia and the Regional Office for Asia and the 

PacificPacific
International Monetary Fund International Monetary Fund 

Concluding Remarks by Mr. Ariyoshi

Bank of Japan

Concluding Remarks by Mr. Ariyoshi



Presentation by the JapanPresentation by the Japan--IMF IMF 
Scholar Scholar (June 23, 2008)(June 23, 2008)

Mr. Mr. WeeraWeera PrasertnukulPrasertnukul
(JISPA 2006(JISPA 2006--2008 Scholar, IUJ)2008 Scholar, IUJ)
Division of International Banking PolicyDivision of International Banking Policy
Department of International Institutions Department of International Institutions 

StrategyStrategy
Bank of ThailandBank of Thailand

Thesis Thesis ““"Exchange Rates, Price "Exchange Rates, Price 
Levels, and Inflation Targeting: Levels, and Inflation Targeting: 
Evidences from  the Philippines Evidences from  the Philippines 
and Thailand"and Thailand"



Farewell Reception Farewell Reception 
(June (June 23, 200823, 2008))



Alumni ReunionAlumni Reunion



Contact InformationContact Information
IMF Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, TokyoIMF Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, Tokyo

Ms. Saika Kin, Programs OfficerMs. Saika Kin, Programs Officer
EE--mail: mail: sakin@imf.orgsakin@imf.org
Tel: 81Tel: 81--33--35973597--6708  Fax:  816708  Fax:  81--33--35973597--67056705

Pacific Financial Technical Assistance Center Pacific Financial Technical Assistance Center 
(PFTAC) in Suva, Fiji(PFTAC) in Suva, Fiji

Ms. Ms. Maria Nina Maria Nina SamuelaSamuela
EE--mail: mail: MSamuela@imf.orgMSamuela@imf.org
Tel: 679Tel: 679--33043304--866 Fax: 679866 Fax: 679--33043304--045045

Brochure on the JISPA is also downloadable on IMFBrochure on the JISPA is also downloadable on IMF’’s OAP website s OAP website 
at at http://http://www.imf.org/external/oap/schol.htmwww.imf.org/external/oap/schol.htm
An online application will open in October 2008. An online application will open in October 2008. 


