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Which Statistics?Which Statistics?Which Statistics?

National Accounts (NA), incl price 
indicators (CPI, import prices, etc)
Balance of Payments (BOP), incl Int
Investment Position & trade statistics
Government Finance Statistics (GFS)
Monetary & Financial Statistics (MFS)
Employment/Unemployment
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Media ReportMedia ReportMedia Report

The Australian (Pacnews) reported on 
November 21 (selected quotes from report by 
Australian Treasury Department):
– “Region sinking in economic mire”
– “Average incomes in PNG and the Solomons 

are only marginally above $US500 a year, 
which is the level of sub-Saharan Africa.”

– “Papua New Guinea (PNG), Solomon Islands 
and Vanuatu - no real economic growth in the 
past 20 years.” =>GDP
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Media Report (ctd)Media Report (ctd)Media Report (ctd)

“Rapid population growth in Melanesia has 
made it hard for nations such as PNG and 
Solomon Islands to achieve growth in income 
per person.” =>economic or social statistic?
“Agriculture has only a limited ability to absorb a 
rapidly growing labour supply and is, in any 
event, declining as a share of Pacific 
economies.” =>employment and GDP
“Private investment was also low at between half 
and two-thirds of the average level for 
developing countries.” GDP and BOP/IIP
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Media Report (ctd)Media Report (ctd)Media Report (ctd)

“The Pacific islands depend heavily upon 
commodity income to support their budgets. 
Whenever commodity prices are high, the 
additional government revenue is spent but 
there is no ability to reduce public spending 
when they fall.” =>GDP, prices, GFS
“Samoa, which embarked on a programme of 
economic reform in the mid-1990s, and the 
Marshall Islands are the only nations that have 
consistently run surpluses.” =>GFS
“Aid provides important support to many nations, 
although it has been in long-term decline. The 
level of aid in PNG was $US40 a head, 
compared with an average of $US31 in Africa.”
=>BOP, GFS
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Source of data?Source of data?Source of data?

The newspaper article does not 
state its sources
Agencies sometimes are not aware 
of national data and “create” their 
own estimates!
First place to look is country’s 
website – but “official statistics” not 
limited to what the NSO produces
PRISM, hosted by SPC
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Country Statistics WebsitesCountry Statistics WebsitesCountry Statistics Websites

http://www.statsfiji.gov.fj/
http://www.spc.int/prism/country/sb/s
tats
http://www.spc.int/prism/country/tv/st
ats
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Who Produces What?Who Produces What?Who Produces What?
 GDP BOP GFS MFS 
Cook Islands Y Y Y  
Fiji Y Y Y Y 
FSM Y Y Y y 
Kiribati Y Y   
Marshall Islands Y    
Nauru     
Niue     
Palau Y    
Papua New 
Guinea 

Y Y  Y 

Samoa Y Y Y Y 
Solomon Islands Y Y  Y 
Tonga Y Y  Y 
Tuvalu y    
Vanuatu Y Y Y Y 
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MetadataMetadataMetadata

Sources and Methods
Timeliness
Access
Confidentiality rules, etc
General Data Dissemination System 
(GDDS)
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GDDSGDDSGDDS

11

GDDS Metadata
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GDDSGDDSGDDS

Fiji, Kiribati, Tonga, Solomons have 
published metadata 
http://dsbb.imf.org/Applications/web/
gdds/gddscountrycategorylist?strcod
e=FJI for Fiji
Five other countries have drafted 
metadata but yet to finalise
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Support for Economic Statistics?Support for Economic Statistics?Support for Economic Statistics?

At present, just me full time, plus a 
few experts I engage
SPC provide TA on HIES and CPI
StatisticsNZ assist with PCTrade
Ad hoc TA from ADB (Palau, RMI 
and FSM recently), UNESCAP
Far more resources being put into 
social/demographic statistics at 
present, focus on MDG measures
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IssuesIssuesIssues

Resources
Economic statistics require ongoing 
commitment, not “projects” (except 
for initial development). Users need 
time series!!
Integration and coordination across 
government agencies - standards 
(definitions, classifications, etc) –
key role of NSO


